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Department of International Affairs
What do we do?

 Advice and support for international students (Team International Degree-Seeking Students)
 Coordination and advice on all aspects of study abroad programs (Team International Mobility)
 Maintenance of international partnerships
 Internationalization Strategy 2030
 and more…

https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/incomings_21389.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/outgoings_18225.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/partner-universities_60012.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/internationalization-strategy_84955.php


Team International Degree-Seeking Students
As part of the Department of International Affairs we advise you on…

 Orientation at TH Köln and in Germany

 Right of residence/immigration office

 Financing your studies

 Housing/Accommodation

 Health insurance

 Challenges during your studies

If we do not have the answer to your question, we will also support you in finding the right contact persons.



For Starters 
Have a look at: www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students


…and our Video Tutorials

https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php


After your arrival
Important steps



After your Arrival
Registering your place of residence

More info on city registration

© www.flaticon.com

© Stadt Köln

When to go?
Two weeks after you have moved into “permanent” place of residence

https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/after-your-arrival_50346.php#sprungmarke_1_1


Visa vs. Residence Permit
Basics
• Most non-EU nationals must enter Germany on a visa

 Most visa are issued for at least 6 months, often even for 1 year

• Some nationals may enter Germany without a visa
 They can stay in Germany for 3 months

• All non-EU citizens must request a residence permit 
for study purposes from the immigration office in Germany
 You have entered visa-free: apply for residence permit within three months

 You have entered with a visa: apply for residence permit within validity period of your visa 

© www.adobestock.com/sebastianduda

© BAMF

© www.adobestock.com/scaliger

Please note: Process takes time!
Do not wait until the last day but kick-off the process at least 
3 months in advance or shortly after having registered with the city.



Visa
General Info

info on study program, university name
and info on right to work part-time



After your arrival
Residence permit

More info on residence permit

© www.flaticon.com

https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/after-your-arrival_50346.php#sprungmarke_1_4


Web-Seminar
Residence Permit



© www.pixabay.com

Accommodation
What to consider?



 KSTW maintains several dormitories in Cologne, 
Leverkusen and Gummersbach

 Apply now
− www.kstw.de/wohnen/bewerbung
− Select all types of housing in the online application
− Waiting time 6 months and longer!

 Accept the offer, even if it does not have the desired location;
all dormitories are connected to the public transport system.

 No room guarantee
 Check the private offers in the database of KSTW daily as well as other databases on the private market
 Specifically search for intermediate rent (Zwischenmiete)

More info on housing and tips on finding a place to live

© www.flaticon.com

Accommodation

© Kölner Studierendenwerk (Martina Goyert)

http://www.kstw.de/wohnen/bewerbung
https://tl1host.eu/SWK/index.html#privateroom
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/accommodation_54136.php


Ready, Study, Go

th-koeln.de/ready_study_go

• Support for your academic success

• Preparation for the German labor market

• Network with companies in Cologne and the region

• Web-seminars and workshops on study financing, academic writing, side jobs, job application 
trainings and German work culture…

© www.flaticon.com

Ready, Study, Go @TH Köln

http://www.th-koeln.de/ready_study_go
https://www.linkedin.com/company/readystudygo


© www.pixabay.com

Online-Consultation Hours
We look forward to seeing you!

Direct link to online-consultation
© www.flaticon.com

https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/online-consultation-hours_100753.php#sprungmarke_2_1


Consultation Hours
Department of International Affairs

On campus:
Thursdays 10 a.m. - 12 noon
(no appointment required)

By telephone:
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 12 noon and Thursdays 2 - 4 p.m.

T: +49 221-8275-2910 

After your arrival…



Let‘s stay connected!
Our communication channels

Stay tuned on Instagram: 

@thkoeln_international

Feel free to contact us and
watch out for emails from us:

international-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de
© www.pixabay.com

© www.flaticon.com



Thank you very much for your attention
We wish you a successful start at TH Köln!
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